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SEVEN

SWEET TIPS

FOR PICKING
THE PERFECT
JEWELRY
DURING THIS
SEASON OF LOVE

February is the season of love and romance.
What better way to celebrate than with a gift your
loved one can wearevery day?

Before you dive into the gift-giving portion of
Valentine’s Day,however, hereis abrief history lesson
on how thisdate came to be associated with love.

In early Roman times, men would strip down, grab
skins or whips and spank their young women with
the hope of increasing fertility. The celebration was
held every year on February 15 and was popular for
centuries.

Many of the Christian faith didn't like the fact that
this very popular day was originally tied to a Pagan
festival, so they co-opted the celebration and chose
to realign it with one of the many legends surround-
ing St.Valentine. According to one particularlegend,

Currentjewelry trends include:black diamonds,
vibrantly colored stones, white metals (platinum and
white gold), mixed metalsand geometric/architectural
designs.

Whereveryou areinyourrelationship, continueyour
love story with a jewelry pieceas unique asyourloved
one.Amasterjewelry designer like those at Charles Koll
Jewelersin San Diego canletyourimagination soar this
seasonatcharleskoll.com!
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in the 3rd century, Roman Emperor Claudius Il
banned marriage, hoping to obtain more men for his
army. Valentine, it is suggested, disagreed with the
ban and continued to perform marriages in secret.
Claudius was outraged and as a result, Valentine
was supposedly executed on February 14, 270 A.D.
forever linking St. Valentine with that date and the
concept of love and commitment. Traditionally, jew-
elry has been a popular Valentine’s Day gift because
ofitsassociation with longevity.

If you are thinking of surprising someone with
a lasting bit of sparkle or bling, the following are
seven tips and questions to considerwhen shopping
for and selecting the right piece, as offered by the
experts atCharles Koll Jewelers.

ONE

Whatis his orherdaily style?Isthe recipient’s tendency
towearjewelryregularly,andifso,whatkinds? Do they
gravitate towards silverorgold tones, orboth?

TWO

Considerrepurposing afamily heirloom into
somethingnew.Take apiecethatmightnotbe enjoyed
everyday and create something that will be celebrated
by turningitinto anew,one-of-a-kind custom design.

THREE

Bring several photosofyourloved onetothe jewelry
store.Expert jewelers can then helpyouto select
itemsbased on hisorherpersonal style and wardrobe
preferences.

FOUR

Whatdo theydo foraliving? Theitem ofyour choice
should be practical foryourloved one’slifestyle and
whattheydo every day.Thisisespecially trueifyou are
planning the purchase ofan engagementring during
thisromantic season.

FIVE

Ifyou are considering using Valentine’s Day as an
opportunity to propose, talk to your partner’sfamily
andfriendsabouthow to createadream engagement
orproposal.lsthereanideathey have often discussed
orhave they expressed notwantingafancy engage-
ment/proposal?

SIX

Doesyourpartneruse Pinterest? If so, check out his or
herboardsand inspiration pins—there will be tons of
personalideasand hintsthere!

SEVEN

Ifyou are purchasing aring as a gift, can you secretly
snag another piece from his orhercollection to use for
approximate sizing?Try tobringin asample piece orif
thatisn'tavailable,agood close-up photo of theirhands
goesalong way to smooth the process.

a.Inspired by Dune, the Hunterseeker“machine”is designed to
looklike itactually functions. Inspiration came from a clientwho
wanted a‘jizai'feel (aJapanese artform showing mechanical
representations of living creatures).

b & c.Createa trulyunusualpiece with one-of-a-kind designs like a
woodblock-inspired look orevenuse yourloved one’s thumbprint
inacustom engraving!No oneelse willhave aring like thisand
theycanbemadeinwhite gold, rose gold, yellow gold orplatinum.

d.Necklacesdepicting birdsarealwaysapopularchoice and this
beautifulhummingbird designinwhite goldis lightand airy,
featuringa collection of diamondsin the outlinetoadd some
sparkle.

e.Platinum remainswhite-hotforrings of allkindsand many
men‘shandsnow are adorned with black diamonds, like thisring
withan interwoven chain of diamondsaround the entire band.



